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IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES. 
JANUARY 31, 1894".-Ordered to be printed. 
Mr. GALLINGER, from the Committee on Pensions, submitted the fol• 
lowing 
REPORT: 
[To accompany S. 491.] 
The Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (S. 491) 
granting a pension to .Alice K. Potter, widow of Gen. Joseph H. Potter, 
deceased, have considered the same and report : 
The military record of Gen. Joseph H. Potter is one of the most 
remarkable in the history of the .Army. His services in the war with 
Mexico were especially brilliant, while during the war of the rebellion 
he achieved distinction and fame of the highest order. His military 
record is as follows : 
Gen. Joseph Haydn Potter, U. S . .Army, reti1-ed. 
[Record taken from War Department.] 
Gen. Joseph Haydn Potter was born at Concord, N. H., October 12, 1822. He 
graduated at West Point Military Academy July 1, 1843; was promoted in the Army 
to brevet second lieutenant First Infantry July 1, 1843; second lieutenant Seventh 
Infantry October 2, 1845; brevet first lieutenant September 23, 1846, for gallant and 
meritorious services in the battle of Monterey, Mexico; first lieutenant Seventh 
Infantry October 30, 1847; captain Seventh Infantry January 9, 1856; colonel 
Twelfth New Hampshire Volunteers September 27, 1862; major Nineteenth U. S. 
Infantry July 4, 1863; brevet lieutenant-colonel December 13, 1863, for gallant and 
meritorious services at the battle of Fredericksburg, Va.; brevet colonel May 3, 1864, 
for gallant and meritorious services at the battle of Chancellorsville, Va.; brevet 
brigadier-general U. S. Army March 13, 1865, for gallant and meritorious services in 
the campaign terminating with the surrender of the Confederate army under Gen. 
R. E. Lee; brigadier-general U. S. volunteers May 1, 1865; mustered out of volun-
teer service Januar,y 15, 1866; lieutenant-colonel Thirteenth Infantry July 28, 1866; 
transferred to Fourth Infantry March 15, 1867; colonel Twenty-fourth Infantry 
December 11, 1873; brigadier-general U. S. Army April 1, 1886; retired from active 
service October 12, 1886. 
Re served in garrison at Fort Des Moines, Iowa, 1843-'45; and Jefferson barracks, 
Mo., 1845; in military occupation of Texas, 1845-'46; in the w·ar with Mexico, being 
engaged in the defences of Fort Brown, May, 3-9, 1846; and battle of Monterey, 
September, 1846, where he was wounded in storming the enemy's works; on 
recruiting service, 1846-'48; in the war with Mexico, 1848; in garrison at Jefferson 
barracks, Mo., 1850; on frontier duty at Fort Gibson, Ind. T., 1850-'53; Fort Smith, 
Ark., 1853-'55; as adjutant Seventh Infantry, November 16, 1853, to January, 1856; 
on fronti_er duty ~t Fort Gibson,. I?,d, T., 1855-'56; Fort Arbuckle, Ind. T., 1857-'58 i 
on frontier duty m Utah expedition, 1858-'60; marched to New Mexico, 1860, an<l 
Fort :Webster, N. Mex., 1860; on court-martial duty at Fort Bliss, Tex., 1860-'61; on 
frontier duty at Fort McLane, N. Mex., 1861, and was captured by Texas insurgents 
at San Augustine Springs, Texas, July 27, 1861, and was not exchanged until 
August 27, 1862. 
2 ALICE K. POTTER. 
He served during the rebellion of the seceding States, 1862-'66, in the Maryland cam-
paign ( aJ:my of the Potomac) Octo ber-N ovem ber, 1862, being engaged in the march to 
Falmouth, Va., November, 1862; in the Rappahannock campaign( army of the Potomac) 
December, 1862, to May, 1863, being engaged in the battle of Fredericksburg, 'fa., 
December 13, 1862, commanding a brigade; and battle of Chancellorsville, Va., ~lay 
2-3, where he was severely wounded and captured; as prisoner-of-war May 3 to 
October, 1863 (paroled May 17, 1863); on special duty October 18, 1863, t o February, 
186'1; as assistant provost-ma,rshal general of Ohio, February to September, 1864; 
in command of brigade, Eighteenth Corps (army of the James) September 16 to 
December 2, 1864, being in command of Bermuda Hundred front during the 
attack on Fort Harrison, September 29, 1864; on command of brigade of the Twenty-
fourth Army Corps, December 2, 1864, to January 16, 1865; as chief of staff of 
Twenty-fourth Ar!lly Corps, Jarnuary 16 to July 10, 1865, being engaged in the 
attack on the rebel linel:! at Hatcher's Run, and south of Petersburg, April 2, 1865, 
and pursuit of the rebel army, with several skirmishes, terminating with the capit-
ulation of Gen. Lee at Appomattox Court-House, April 9, 1865; awaiting orders July 
10, 1865, to .January 15, 1866; as superintendent of regimental recruiting service at 
Newport barracks, Ky., February 8, 1866, to January 4, 1867; in command of regi-
ment in Department of the Platte, January 15, 1867. From 1866 to J uly, 1877, in 
garrison at lfort Sedgwick, Colo.; Fort Sanders, Wyo.; Little Rock, Ark. , and Fort 
Brown, Tex. From July, 1877, to July, 1881, governor of the Soldiers' Home, vyash-
ington, D. C.; 1881 to April 1, 1886, in garrison at F ort Suppl y, Ind. T. Assigned 
command of the Deµ artment of the Missouri, retaining command unt il retirement 
Octo her 12, 1886. 
The following- letter will explain the :financial condition of the claim ant: 
OFF ICE OF THE CHIEF S IGNAL OFFICER, 
Washington, D. C., J anuary ~3, 1893. 
1'EAR SIR: In connection with the a.pplication for a special pension for my sister, 
the widow of Brig. Gen. J. H. Potter, U. S. Army, retired, who di r_d on the 1 t of 
December, 1892, I have the honor to say that Gen. Potterlen practically no e tate. 
The income from what he left my sister is less than $200 a year. My sister h as no 
private est ate of her own. Gen. Potter left 4 children! 2 sons and 2 daugh!ers: One 
-0fthe daughters is married. The oldest son is r eceiv ing a 1.miall salary which 1s not 
more than sufficient for his own support; the other one is a schoolboy 16 years old. 
Very r espectfully, 
Hon. W. E. CHANDLER, 
U. S. Senate, Washington, D. 0. 
C. E. KILBOURNE, 
Captain, Signal Corps. 
Mrs. Potter is now receiving pension at the rate of $30 per month. 
This bill proposes to give her pension at the rate of $100 per month. 
Your committee recommend that the bill be amended by striking out. 
in line 7, the words "one hundred" and substituting the word "fifty_,-
and that it be further amended by adding after the word ' 'month, " m 
line 8, the words" in lieu of that she is now receiving." . 
As thus amended your committee recommend the passage of the bilL 
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